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If you are of a certain age you will recognise this quote as being attributed to Mr
Spock of the Starship Enterprise in the original series of Star Trek. In truth he never
actually said it but it is in fact from a parody song of the 1980’s. Never-the-less it
is a familiar quote and somehow expresses what many are feeling as we start to
return to work having been on furlough.

As at the beginning of August I have returned to work 2 days a week which
hopefully will increase as work and missional opportunities pick up in the coming
months. Writing this shortened newsletter has been my first task! Furlough has
been an alien land which I have inhabited for over 4 months and it has had some
good things and some hard things to bear.

However, returning to the familiar surroundings of my office I can echo Spock’s statement, 
 It’s not as simple as picking up from where I left off. The world has changed and is

continuing to change at some very fundamental levels. In some cases what were perceived to be givens
can no longer be taken for granted. I have sympathies with those who wish to return to the familiar as
there is huge comfort in that but we are entering a new era with new challenges and new ways of living
and thinking.

FACT’s Mission Statement says, 

 This continues to be our touch stone for any work or ministry that we
undertake, it recognises that we need to be continually changing to stay relevant and useful in the gospel.

Over the next few months I will be exploring new ideas for aiding children and households in their
exploration of faith and as I do, I will be considering what will come with me from the past and what will
be developed as brand new.

So in this new era we will seek to emulate the command of
another Star Trek character, Captain Picard, whose signature
phrase as they set sail at warp speed made him famous. His
simple command was, . That command is what I’m
going to do as the work and ministry of FACT moves into a new
and, as yet, uncharted world while being confident that God
goes with us and is already there ahead of us.



FACT is very grateful for the continuing financial assistance of our faithful
supporters. It would be easy at a time when there has been little
happening for people to disengage and stop their giving.

Thank you for sticking with us. Be assured that all that you’ve given will
be put to good use.

We have some of our current Trustees coming to the end of their term of office and they cannot do
another stint (2 is the maximum), so we are looking for one or two new trustees. You don’t have to be
good with children, just a desire to see this next generation encounter God for themselves. Do you have
skills in business, commerce, industry, communication, HR, IT or finance?
Do you have young children of your own, so you are living the reality of
children and their culture today? Do you feel a tug as you read this but
don’t see what you could offer or do?

It is an incredibly exciting time for ministry amongst households and
children. Is that something you would like to be a part of and support
as a Trustee? Do get in touch with me and we can meet up, socially
distanced of course, and chat things through. You are not committing
yourself to anything by meeting for a chat. What have you got to lose
or perhaps a better question would be, what might you gain and
become part of that will be a blessing to you?

The volunteers did a fabulous job during the lockdown and our stock
of boxes is looking awesome. It would warm my heart to see them
disappearing out of the office and being used by households and
churches. Get in touch or, for your ease, jump on the website and
order them through there. I would have been visiting churches to give
these away so perhaps you church would like to give some away to
families and households that they know of. With churches just starting
to unlock but operating with many restrictions, it is going to be difficult
for children to be involved. Let’s be honest, since when have children
just wanted to sit still and be quiet in church! These boxes have
appeared at just the right time and that isn’t by accident! I was
pleased that one church I was due to visit got in touch and boxes
are being dropped off to them to help households gather to explore
faith and God in the comfort of their own homes. To aid people in
their journeying with the boxes I have created a simple video that
can be seen via our website that will take you through stage by stage
how to get the best from the simple materials.

The home has always been the place of ministry and faith development from a biblical perspective and
with the pandemic that is with us at this time, the home has once again been thrust into the limelight
and it is now centre stage spiritually. Jesus is often found in the homes of people. His friends, acquaintances
and strangers all hosted Jesus. Simon and Andrew in Mk. 1; Mary and Martha in Lk. 10, Matthew in Matt
10 and Jesus even invites himself to Zacchaeus home in Lk. 19. The home is a special place and we are
told to be proactive when we enter a home. Matthew 10:12 says,

To have a Time to Share at Home box can only be a good thing. Don’t miss out!
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